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'Anyway, for about four weeks after graduation, there was a training program for the Air National Guard
people, who were artillery people. They had what they called spotters. They had a pilot in the airplane and
a spotter would go along to locate artillery flre, radio back to the artillery pieces and they could fire back and
forth. Of course, these were old men. They were llke 25 or 26 years old. Actually we weren't that young.
You had tobe 2l in order to become an officer in the Army at that time so we were all over 21. We also had
to be single, have good vision, couldn't be married, no way at all. A couple of guys of course cheated and
got married, but if they'd been found out, they would have been kicked out of flying school."
"When we graduated, we went to what we called O-52, which was an observation airplane. It had a high
wing. We flew these old men, the National Guard people. They were scared to death, and they rightfully
should have been. Here we were just out of flying school. When we graduated, we had about 300 hours of
flying time, all together, in trainers. Now here we were in this big monoplane, floppy looking thing. It was
operated very awkwardly and didn't handle very well. But we delighted in taking these guys up and getting
them sick. We'd rock the airplane back and forth and up and down, any devilment we could provide. They
were scared to death anyway. We were supposed to be flying straight and level so they could look down and
see where we were and do the navigation sort of thing."

"But that adventure didn't last very long. I was only there about 4 weeks, and then I was sent to this new
fighter group that was being formed. It was the 3lst fighter group which was formed from the lst fighter
group. It was located in Detroit, Michigan which was also the site of my first job. After I graduated from
college, on Sunday afternoons I used to have nothing else to do since my girl friend was back in Pittsburg,
and so I'd go out to the air base and watch the airplanes fly. Lo and behold, that's the group that I joined
by accident I'm sure, but I did. We were then set up in New Orleans at the municipal airport where we had
P-40's. After about two weeks of P-40's, we got these P-39's which were brand new and which we thought
were the world's best airplane -- we were convinced of that. It had a canon that flred through the nose, and
the engine was behind us. We straddled a drive shaft that went between our legs to the propeller out here
and to the canon..."
"They were designed by Boeing Aircraft Company. The P-40's were also all American, the only thing we
had, and we thought we had GREAT airplanes. So we get ready to go overseas, and we're training hard.
At this point, we've gone through youngsters in New Orleans that never should have been trained in New
Orleans. That was a bad place for them. We trained there for about a total of three months, and we then
got these two different fighters to train in. Finally, we received orders that we were going overseas. My
commanding officer picked four or five of us to go on the advanced group that was going over to set up the
airfields for us and to also make sure that we had the right kind of things coming in to us."
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"Mitchell was a British. I'm not sure if he was an aviator. He was a designer. He may have flown some,
but he didn't do the actual racing. When we got down there, the first thing the five of us early birds did was
to sign in these 25 new airplanes as they came flying in. Except for some British transport pilots, the pilots
were all dressed in black uniforms. They had black jumper suits on and black helmets, and the first two or
three I checked in, they were just British people. Men. Then one came in and I went up to check him out.
This pilot takes the helmet off, and this beautiful blond hair starts falling down in cascades. And I thought:
'You're a pretty gung-ho kid.' We're all masculine, you know. Women didn't fly airplanes (except Jackie
Cochran) but it shocked me so badly that I said to one of my other buddies, 'My God, if a woman can fly
that airplane, I know I can.' That was the attitude that we had. We changed our minds later on in life, but
then it was funny. Girls just weren't involved in flying."
"Well, we just signed her off and let it go at that. We had only about three weeks time to train before the
rest of our pilots arived, including our CO. He came over on a cattle boat with the rest of our guys, and he
was a little upset that we came over on the Queen Elizabeth and got all that fancy food. It was gorgeous -we ate in the dining room, with waiters waiting on us. Since I was an off,cer, graduating from flying school
as a2nd Lieutenant, we officers got all the service while the men were down in the hole eating crackers and
tea. We didn't like that."

Ttre Seat of our Pants to Fly By
"The Brits were very much society type -- big shots that were able to fly. Some of them brought their own
airplanes. They were all wealthy, well-to-do people who got to fly. When they ran out of their own pilots,
they at flrst didn't have the sense to train some dummies like us. We got our airplanes in and the boys all
came over. We did our first couple of missions. They were just simple missions across the channel maybe
escorting some B-25's. We were most generally escorting some kind of a bomber across to drop bombs on
Le Havre, France, and that peninsula where there were a lot of submarines and submarine bases. Our bombers would try to hit these targets. In those days we weren't very accurate. We didn't talk about collateral
damage. It was amazing the advances of today over what we had available in those days. We had nothing
but the seat of our pants to fly by. No navigation instruments, no radar. There was nothing."

Ttre Big R.aid
"We flew around like that for about four weeks and then finally we got news that we were going on the
big, big raid. The big mission was coming up which was the Dieppe Raid, which was the practice landing
for the big invasion that would come four years later (D-Day). Most of the force was made up of Canadians, Canadian soldiers and sailors and air cover. The Canadians took a turtle wash. They didn't know that
the beach itself at Dieppe was made of shale. Their tanks came off and just sat there and spun around and
around. The Germans were up on the hill, right above where we were landing. They just picked those tanks
off one at a time, and they killed 3,500 Canadians in that practice run in three days. They were just going in
for three days and coming right back out, but they never had that much of a chance."
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Owerstressed, Owerblilt
"Their planes were also better than American airplanes, at that time. The Germans had two great fighters.
They had the Messerschmitt 109 and the Folker 190. They too were probably like the Americans'-- overstressed, overbuilt in a way. They had too many things in them that they didn't need. The British were just
the opposite -- they had nothing in the airplane. They were just about bare bones. We had a few things, like
we had a compass, an engine indicator, an oil pressure indicator, an air pressure indicator. We had a radio
which was very good. It was a UHF radio which was really, really clear and good. We weren't used to that.
It was all new to us, as was the airplane. Like one little air compressor operated five systems: the flaps, the
guns, the breaks, the ailerons and the rudders. One little 2Vzpound instrument. We had three backups for
everything we had on the airplane. If one didn't work you got another, if that didn't work you tried another.
The Spitfire weighed 6,600Ibs vs. theP-47 which weighed 12,000Ibs."
"You've heard the statement: 'less is more.' The Spit was designed as a defensive airplane. It wasn't that
big. They hadn't planned on going on long-range missions. The airplane would only fly for t hour and 30
minutes. It had 90 gallons of fuel. That was it. And 30 seconds of fire power. That's it. You didn't press
the button and hold it down. You fired off little bursts to see if you were hitting something or if you were
missing. They weren't really true because the tracer bullets fell faster than a regular bullet. You had a gun
sight that had a deal similar to an €urow, and you'd look through it trying to get the airplane in there. It
was a fixed thing on the cockpit. What we had in that day and age, was really crude. But the Spit was very
simple and very easy to fly. It was almost like a trainer. Trainers were pretty simple to fly then too. At least
now as I look back, it's no comparison to today. The airplane today flies itself, the pilot does very little.
Everything's planned out and subbed into the computer and there are three computers on-board."

Scra.rnble Missions
"We were the navigator, the pilot, and the flghter pilot. We had to do all of it. Each of us had our own crew
chief for our airplane and each of us had our own airplane, so you took good care of them both. Your crew
chief was crucial. He was the guy who kept your airplane tuned up and ready to go at all times. We would
do scramble missions quite often. A scramble mission is when you are sitting in your cockpit or on the wing
waiting with your parachute on and they would flre a red flare and then you'd get into the cockpit, start the
engine and take off immediately. Just take off, two people, two airplanes. And when you got airborne you'd
call in on the radio and they'd say: 'we have a bogie.' A bogie was an enemy airplane, or an unidentified airplane, and they would then vector you to where that bogie was. They'd say: 'Angels 15,000, 1,500, 15,000',
or whatever it was at 190 degrees which meant 190 from where I was. Angels refer to altitude when talking
to other friendly planes. They would vector you on that and keep up with you, and say: 'Now turn left, turn

yourself and hopefully get it. We would
have those kinds of missions, and then we'd have flghter sweeps where twelve of our aircraft would take off
and we would simply go across the channel, try to entice the Germans to come up so we could fight with
them. The more airplanes we could shoot down, the better off we were going to be."

right', whatever 5 degrees right, left until you could

see the airplane
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on that one ship, British and American. We got into Gibraltar, and there are our airplanes all stacked up in
there, in Gibraltar. Gibraltar is an amazing place. It really is. That tall rock sticks up there like it did, and

it was hollow. They had dug in there, and they had hospitals in there. They had food supplies, ammunition
supplies, everything you could think of they had in there. Plus they had this little airfield out there, where
the airplanes were all stacked up, almost one on top of the other. We were there only three days when we got
the word that we were going into North Africa."

Oran and trIo Gasoline
"We would go into Oran, a port right on the Mediterranean. That was almost a two hour flight, which was
more than the Spit could make. So they put a lO0-gallon belly tank on to give us that extra time to get into
Oran. We took off from there one afternoon and got into this French airfleld just before dark and we landed.
Of course our troops were coming into the harbor at Oran. Our supplies were also all coming in there and
should have been there. Some were there and some weren't. There was supposed to be gasoline at the field
for us to re-gas and refuel. There wasn't, the gas wasn't there. We had no food, we had nothing. We slept
on the grass, only we didn't sleep. What we did, we found four French transports that were parked down
there and they were full of gas, so with five-gallon cans we went out and drained the gasoline into our
cans, carried them back over and put them in our four airplanes. Now each airplane held 90 gallons, so we
worked all night long. The next morning we got word - this was about 3:00 or 4:00 in the morning - that
the French Foreign Legion was coming up to knock us out. Most people don't reayze that we fought the
French the first three days of the invasion. That was the Vichy French, and then there were the DeGaulle
free French. Mercenaries were basically under the control of the Vichy French. So when the invasion was
going on, they immediately called them up and they started their move up. They had to come through a
mountain pass, a nalrow pass. They had the equivalent of this WW I stuff. They had these WW I tanks,
little bitty tanks made out of tin-like material."

Distingr.istred Flying Cross
"We finally got these four airplanes gassed up, and we took off. It was still dark almost, just getting daylight, and the four of us flew down and found the Vichy and caught them in this pass. We shot the whole
thing up, we all came back empty. We had no ammunition left. Knocked the whole column out, all of them
-- they were gone. For that we got the Distinguished Flying Cross, presented by General Doolittle. About
a month later, he came in and gave the four of us, my CO, me (I was his number-two man), Peter Payne Rahan, and Colonel Thyng (who was a Major then) the Flying Cross. We had a big ceremony and a big parade,
and we were still at this French airfield."

A Port \nrith no Battrs
"The funny thing about it was we were all kind of desperate for a place to take a bath. Here was this nice
French airbase, but it only had showers in it. We found out there was a nurses station, a hospital about 15
miles east of us. So we sent word down to them, asking if they would like to come to a party. We had a big
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were back too far they would cross behind the airplane, so you'd miss him. So you had to wait until you
were within gauge on this little cross-hair deal on the cockpit. I fired off a burst just to see if I was going

to get anywhere close to him, and I saw some hits on his wing. Then I looked at my altimeter, and we were
down to about 8,000 ft. I looked up to see where the rest of my squadron was and immediately pulled
off
from him and started climbing back up. I got up to about 28,000 feet when I got hit by anti-aircraft
fire. I
mean it knocked the right wing off completely. The airpiane was on fire. I didn't know it but I
was hit. I
was hit in my arm, up here in my hip, and this leg all the way down to my ankle. I knew I had to bail."

(ierrnan Prisorler in Algeria
"Oh, yeah, even as a fighter pilot, you're still janed. You knew you had to bail out, so the first
thing I did
was try to release my canopy. You had a little rubber ball, you pulled on that and the canopy would fly
off,
then you would stand up and jump out. I wanted to call up my guys and let them know that I was going
to bail out because they could come and get me later. I reached over to turn my radio on and my fist was
closed -- I'm totally right- handed. I can't do anything left- handed. Your ripcord handle is over here
on
your left side, to open the chute, the little drag chute, and you'd pull the big chute out and away you
went.
I really didn't tealize I was hit except I couldn't figure out why my hand was closed. Well, the ulnae nerve
was cut and so anything that happened after that I must have done with my left hand. I was pretty much in
shock at this point, I think. The minute I pulled my canopy and let it go, I started to stand up and when I
did, it sucked my oxygen mask off. So I took two deep breaths and the last thing I remember I was still in
the cockpit. The next thing I remember was that I woke up on the ground looking at two German soldiers.
My parachute was all open and I was lying in the parachute, and I passed out again. At that altitude, at
30,000 feet you just take maybe I Vzbreaths and you're gone. There's simply no oxygen up there. Well, I
had a mask on and that's what you're getting your oxygen through at that altitude, but if that mask was gone,
there's no oxygen. Anyway, I woke up and these two German boys apparently couldn't figure out how to
get my chute off. We had a safety release on our harness."
"We kept the harness in the locked position so that we couldn't accidentally hit it, and it would then open
up. If we jumped out over water, then we wanted to put it in the unlocked position. Just before you hit the
water you'd hit it. You'd come out of the chute and fall into the water. These kids couldn't figure out how
to get this chute off. So they had a motorcycle with a side car. They picked me up, parachute and all, and

I passed out again. I didn't know this was going on. They put me in the side car, and they go putt, putt,
putting off. I came to again, and I think 'My gosh, I've died and gone to heaven, look at these beautiful
clouds.' My parachute! I wound up in a German field hospital in Bejaia, which was German territory at that
time. Then I became scared because I had heard lots of propaganda about how the Germans did this and the
Germans did that ..."
"However, they took excellent care of me. The doctor who did this was the only surgeon they had in the
whole hospital. It took seven hours to operate. He cut the nerve, cut the ends off of it, ran it from here
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the press, and of course the press at home picked

it up. They also called my mother and dad to tell them that

they had word that I had captured this German hospital."

Walking Patients, Only
"I

was in that hospital for about eight weeks, a prisoner of war. There were probably in the neighborhood
of twenty other Americans there, but they were all ground troops people. There was one other aviator there

whom I knew. He was all bandaged up-- his face probably hit the gun site when he crashed. They always
took the pilots. If they had American or English pilots, they tried to evacuate them back to Germany so that
they couldn't fly again. So, they take me and this other pilot, who is walking. His face was ail mashed up
but he could walk-there was nothing wrong with his legs."
"They then take us out to this German airport in Tunis. There's this great big, huge transport, a 6-engine
transport that the Germans had, with no medical or Red Cross on it or anything. They were evacuating our
people back to Italy and then back to Germany. Well, they get me up in the stretcher up to the steps of this
airplane and the pilot says, 'No way, walking patients only, no way.' So, they take me back. Well, guess
what? My own outfit shot down six of those airplanes the next day. There were probably 50 to75 Americans
on those airplanes, but they didn't know it. They were just great big transports, and my own squadron shot
them down."
"Then one morning, I woke up and I looked out. I was in a tent by this time because they had moved us
again. Here came some of my American buddies from my squadron. They found out that I was there. They
came up and picked me up and took me back to my squadron. From there I went to an American Hospital
for about four to five weeks, I guess, back in Rabat -- that's in Morocco on the west coast, on the Atlantic
coast. When the Queens were in charge over there in Morocco, Rabat was their primary city in Morocco."

Casablanca Crirninals
"Before I was shot down, I did get to Casablanca, which was in Algiers. I went there and went to the Casba
where Humphrey Bogart was, and it really was everything like they said it was. You went up these real
narow steps. The Casba was cordoned off by a brick wall. When you went over that wa1l, you were really taking your life in your hands because it was full of criminals, and all kind of thieves, and all kinds of
murderers. That's where they would go because they couldn't be touched by British policemen or French
for that matter. So we would go up there. go up these steps, go up to where they had some guns on top of the
roof. On the way up, these girls would be standing in the doorway as you went by, these little niurow steps.
There would be a doorway here and a doorway over there. The way you knew they were prostitutes, they
had marks on them. They had marks on their face, kind of blue marks. Of course you stayed as far away
from them as possible because you didn't know what was going on, disease and what have you. The Casba
was a place to go to find jewelry. I have since lost it, but I bought a ring while I was there. It was silver,
hand-carved ring -- it was a beauty. But the Casba was interesting, it really was. There were no police in
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and he were going somewhere. This was in Germany. He was back in Germany on leave, when somebody's
airplane who obviously knew where he was, set him up and killed him.. He was very outspoken. He didn,t
agree with Hitler just as many other Generals did not.',

Hard-nosed Patton
"Patton was down in North Africa atthat time too. General Patton was, excuse the expression, a "son-ofa-bitch", and most people recognized it. He was a hard-nosed, hard-headed, big show-off, with silver guns
with pearl handles on them. He carried them like he was going to do the fighting. He never did any fighting

himself' He was a General, and he had read all the histories of the great Generals of previous times. He was
trying to copy some of their tactics, I think. But he made a terrible mistake in North Africa. That's when
the Germans almost overcame us. He got his tanks in Oran and got his Army together, where we were. The
idea was to push the Germans on to the east -- on up to Tunis -- and get them out of North Africa.,'

"In about 1943,Patton decided that he was going to run Rommel out of business. He drove his tanks 150
miles over desert roads all the way up to where the front was. The front was that far away from Oran by that
time. Rommel had simply backed his people up through a valley, backed all his tanks up into this valley, and
then got 88 mm cannons and guns sitting up on the top of the mountain. He sent one tank out and patton
saw him. This guy does a 180 and comes back. Patton, believe it or not, sends all of his tanks after this one
tank. They got the hell knocked out of them, just shot them up, tank after tank. He was, in my estimation,
the worst General we had."

"Ike did not like him that well either. Ike was pretty much on his back, finally, because Patton disobeyed
orders. He didn't follow orders. He just went his own way, did his own thing and he wasn't as smart as he
thought he was. But, Rommel WAS smart. He knew what he could do, and he had better tanks than we had.
He just wiped out the whole tank corps, right then and there, over 100 tanks."
"Some might ask why we were in Africa to begin with? The idea was to invade Europe from the south,
through Italy. The debate was: should we invade from the north flrst or should we invade from the south
flrst? And there was a conflict of interest about which was the better way: coming up over the Alps and all
that, or bringing our troops through Italy. So it was decided then, of course, to come up through the south
first. That's when we extended it to North Africa, and we went to Sicily and then to Italy. This was after I
left. I left on the 17th of April of 1943, the date I was captured. Our outfit kept on going, went all the way
up through sicily, Italy and on up through to Germany before the war ended."

Ttre 51st Irigtrter Croup
My outfit was the 3lst fighter group, which got very little publicity. There was very little known about the
31st flghter group because we flew British airplanes. We were a fairly well-kept secret. We had one occasion in England when LifeMagazine sent Margaret B. White, the great black and white photographer, and
her entourage over, and they interviewed us. We had met the King and Queen of England, they had come by
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our life, never, never shot a gun. We shot at ground targets once in a while, and that was about it. We had
never shot at tow targets or anything. You know, you had to know how to lead an airplane. Well, the kids

who knew how to fire a gun in an airplane were kids from the farm who had been out shooting doves. They
learned that you didn't shoot at the dove; you had to shoot ahead of the dove because the dove was flying.
Same thing with airplanes. If the airplane is flying here and you're here and you shoot at it there, by the
time the bullets get there, it's actually up here. So you've got to go up and shoot out here in front of it."

trligfrt Training School
'After we practiced and practiced and learned - well, I've got that

as the next part of my story. When I
came back to the States, one of the first things we did was to set up a fighter training school here in Naples,

Florida in January, 1944. We set the first one up, the first one we ever had, to teach flight tactics to advanced
instructors who had some 1,000 flying hours but no combat experience. We didn't have any such training
schools. There were about five of us from my squadron who all came back, including my CO. We all went
down and set up this new training school using the British experience and using the British-type school.
Then we got flying instructors from advanced flying schools who were Army pilots with lots of flying time.
We brought them in to our fighter training school down in Florida, and we taught them the kind of tactics
that the fighter pilot had to learn before he got into combat. My CO convinced the man-to-be that we needed a training school for fighter pilots, and we didn't have it. And he then said: 'Good, go down there and
there's the field.' We went down to Naples and maybe there were 200 people in Naples, Florida at that time.
We took over the airport there, but it was a small airport."
"Naples really was kind of the end of the world. Anyway, we set up down there and that's when Marge and
I got married-just before. This was a Top Gun School. We didn't actually call it that back then. That's
what it's called today, Top Gun School. We did a lot of low-level flying. We were flying right down on top
of the decks. That's the way you flew in combat. You went over low, stayed out of the radar so the radar
couldn't pick you up. When you got to where you wanted to go, you popped up and there you were. We
took gunnery; we taught by tow targets. They'd pull a tow target; it's kind of a loop. Well, you know what
the wind dock looks like-- a wind dock at an airport, a sleeve. This is what a target looked like, a little thin
sleeve only much longer, bigger. Then it was on the back end of a 300 or 400 ft rope, nylon rope. This was
being pulled by another airplane. We would go up, make practice runs just like you do in combat, and fire
color-coded bullets. We had purple, blue, green, whatever, and would try to hit that tow target. It wasn't easy
to do. It wasn't that big, maybe that big around. But it gave you some idea of how you had to lead it. The
poor guys who were pulling it were scared to death."

"Then we also were teaching bomber pilots and their crews how to fire at a flghter aircraft which was coming in to fire on it. They had guns in the bombers which were taking camera pictures of us coming in and
attacking them. Well, they were flying B-24's, and there were eleven to fifteen people on board each one of
those airplanes. They would fly down the coast from Ft. Meyers, Florida. That's where they were stationed.

20

IZ

,,ieu?ld usluJec e u.^Aop ]oqs p..{eql
'seutl rno puqaq w^\ I esneceq sueJlreruv ere,t\
tqflnoql ,(eq1 'uecueruv ue se.^a I teqt .&\ou>I t,uplp ,teql
'pelpJ s,ll luq^\ A\oDI },uop 1 'ue
,{eqt rvreu>l I 'tl qSnorq} SuHueus 'dn Surddod eretr s,(n8 eseqt
"{etr,{uv
-sep eql ur Sulno;8 3;n1s 3ur1oo1 f'rueq oruos sr eJeqJ 'eue1d:ru eql Jo lno 1o3 puu {c€q ,{douec eq} pe^ou I
';e'ra .{eql
'eue1furu eq} o}
ere ..,tog 'spuoces .laeJ lelnJq y 'do;d A\eu u uo lnd ol eleq lq8rur nof 'dord eI{} esol no
a3eruep ssol op no,( '3urpue1-,'(1eg '1ceq rno,( uo JeAo peddrg no,('e1oq e tq pw u1y\op sleeq.^d pepuel no.{
.reJus se.r
]r ',(em leqt ueql puul ot peq noa 'dn sleeq^\ popuul p?q I 'JJo ]l pe{ooIDI puq .,{eqt '33o se,t

JI

dord eqg 't1eq Surqceercs e o] erupc pue punor8 eq] uo lo8 ,(11eug I 'lle \,'eullH,{eqt suueur qclq^\ 'aue1d:re
eql]e Surlooqs erem ,(eqt'ereq ]no Surlooqs Jo peelsq 'lI puqeq lq8rr nof 1rq p,feql sI op plno.tt 'teqt teq16
.tl peel o] peq ,(eql Surnoul tou-Sursuqc erea nof euuld srql eqfeur le Surrg eq pFoly\ spDI el{l 'ueppns e Jo
ilV .tl ees uele t,uec no,{ pue dord eqt q8noqt 1q8r"r 1oo1 nof ,{lururou ^\oDI noa'peddols dord,(ru ueppns e
.q?noue esolo se.^d
'urg;o do1 uo s3^\ I JI ees ol ,(nB sql }e lsrnq ? peru
I JI 1y\oDI l,upp ,(1eer I
Jo IIu ueq^\
'Jeqloue uror; eueld
lsnlpeq 1 'fiur.rg Uels pue snolJeu 1eB plnom ,(poqf"re,te ueql pue oJU plno^\ fn8 eug
-Jre auo
].uplnoc sdoor] eql tnq'urq relge lue.t I 'rurq lqSnuc I ueq.^A punor8 eqt uo sdoo.tl lu Suue-rts
11o]

elllll B su.^A qclq,^d'60l-9tr\tr ue Sutseqc se,r,l 1
'uosap
eql uI 'fileq slr uo 'eue1d-rre eqt pepuEl
sum peueddeq tpq1yourD eqt t? seurl rno puqeq su.^A I ]ng
.suecrJeruv
fq ecuo 'ucl4v gilo51 ur ocl.^41 u.l.rop .r,roqs 1oB 1 tnq 're1q8g ueruleg e ,{q llq 1o3 re'r.eu 1..
f,ileq I
eruos Surop ueaq puq

eH 'IOep eqt uo u1y\op eueldne

re.^dols

sdoora pLrnoJD) LrEO-rJa[rr\r r{q ec;4ry

LI]Jotr\I LrI LL^/\ocI

}ot{s

no'{ looqs 1.up1noc feql
,rueqJ ,res nor(;1 'ureql qtr.u ,(uls l.uplnoc isni e16 'JalseJ 1eJ ,(eqt eJoJeJoql 'terneeq qJnlu 1eq1 eran .{eqJ
.ueq] qlr.Lr r{e1s l.uplnoJ eA\ }nq'umop Suro8 ellql\ e JoJ rlreq} q}rm ,(els plnot e6 'dn Suro8 rueqt qtruvr ,{ets
.dn
lq8rurls 1nd ueqt puu JalseJ u^\op eAIp puu JeAo IIOJ '{lelerpeurur p,r(eql 'Iueql olul {EeJq
l,uplnoJ e16
p,e1\ JI .rueql Jo eprsu uJni plnoc eA\ A\eu{ deqt puu 'nor( 1e ut\op eluoo pue uns eq} Jo }no eruoc p.feqJ,
.uns aql olur ,{11cerrp 3ur1oo1 eq p(e^\ dn pe4oo1 e^\ JI os -- rueql Jo epIS euo 'tueq} uo uns eql te8 ol pelrl
..'u1Y\op

,(eql

.q31q dn .erroqe

ruoq ur eurec s.(emp ,(eq1 's3llce] uA\o JIeq] peq s'(e1|p sueluJeo aql osJnoJ JO,,

relo lo8 ,{eqt ueq.an seAII JIeq} Sutrtus pue '8urfg Jo sJIlJel
'eur4 3u1fg Jo slol
eq] ueq] Burqceel 'scrlcul3;o uorlsenb u tsnl se/y\ tI 'eue1d-ne eqt .{U ol llroq meul .,(eq;
puq ile feqt asnuceq slopd 1uer3 peq e16 'eurrl poo8 u s€1y\ 1I 'looqcs 8uruterl Jno lu leer8 setr elerolrr eql,
,,'eJeql

s)IpEI

Lr1\AO JIaLIJ pPIJ sLrErrrIaD

aL{J

'.reer( u lsoru1e pueu[uoc
,,'uoourfeuoq Jno set\ leqJ
',^AeJr eq}
Burure:] rno 1u orer{t ere.,vr e16 'reqSrq elilrT e dn to8 pue }eq} JoUB U 000'8 o1 dn pe.Lour e.^d oS
'uaop 1l pe>l3otl)l'requoq
snld,preoq uo eldoed ueegu oJe.^A oJeql pue.(poq,{re,te'1I uo '{poq,fue^e polll)
'leoJ 000? t€ 'umop euo pe{cou1 spH rno Jo euo 'etull el{l ilu ueql }e sessed Suqeu erea e \
rno olur
^\eU
.{cuq pue }suoJ eql u^\op uru p,feq} pue luaq} leelu pue ,{g pue dn oB p.a.ld pue lsuoJ eql u1(op ,(g p,feql

ii

:- .rFt i

ee'6s!1

ovl-s:r

-o'ft Uoir:ne

Oi*iiCitl'aaAt :r j
,:,

j!.€:!:,9,1,19i*

.i,lldt;::."iil

,.. .

.l

$t,

.r'

!:

i"

/, ,

.

{sr Fhtlan€.

\ '\

Northwestern Africa

"We of course had I.D. We had a star on each wing; we had a great big round circle on the side. So as I
turned to go back to find a place to land, I was rocking my airplane like this, many degrees, so they could see
it. They still kept firing at me. So when I finally got on the ground, I saw one of these guys stick his head
out. In the meantime, I had my 45 out, and I was going to scare the hell out of him. I was so mad. He said:
'My gosh, that's an American airplane.' I said, 'You better believe it, and you better come up here with your
hands up.' I25 holes went through that airplane. It was small arms fire -- 30 caliber machine gunfire. One
of them went right through the cockpit and I never knew it. I never got hit myself, nothing hit me. But antiaircraft fire is different. When it blows up it sends all kinds of shrapnel. I got hit by German anti-aircraft
fire, but not ours. Ours was just small arms fire and rifle fire."

Wanting Ivlore Action
"Well, backtracking a bit, after the year with the flight school, my CO, whom I had been with in combat and
he was also my CO down at Naples, got a call from Washington. He went back to Washington. They wanted
him to take a new outfit, new group over to the Pacific. He called me up and wanted to know if I would like
to take one of the squadrons and I said: 'You bet!' I'd only been married a year. I'd had enough. I was the
kind of person who wanted action. I just couldn't stand this business of sitting around doing training. We
organized a group up in Wilmington, North Carolina at Luthenfall Field where we were flying the big P47's. We trained up there for about 2 or 3 months."
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they were going to parade down Fifth Avenue, New York -- just shining from everywhere. And so I thought,
'Oh me, what do I do?' There were probably a couple hundred of them all together and I was supposed to get
these guys to Indianapolis, plus myself. Well, every time the train would stop, for whatever reason, it was
some little town; they would pull off and stop. These kids would all get off the train and go into the nearest
beer garden and pick up a case of beer or a bottle of whiskey or whatever, get back on the train and they'd be
drunk as ..."

C.orning Florne
'Anyway, we got them to Indianapolis and I did get back home. Then Nancy was born about 3 weeks after
that. Coming back home from Indianapolis, I took another train to come home, because Marge was in
Muskogee, Oklahoma. The big deal in Muskogee in those days was to go down and meet the train at night,
see who was going and who was coming. And every Mother and Dad would get in the car and drive 6 or 7
blocks down to the train station. I was on the back end of this train. I was clear in the back. Marge and her
Dad were clear down here at the front. A couple of guys got off in front of me in civilian clothes, they each
had a briefcase, and they're walking down in front of me, 10 or 20 paces ahead of me. I'm behind them and
Marge all of a sudden spots me and she starts to run. Now, she's 8 7z months pregnant, she runs down to
meet me, and these two guys were walking along, and all of a sudden they saw her coming. She was waving, these guys start slowing down, slowing down. Marge always says that she scared them to death."
"Coming home was both wonderful and a little anticlimactic. I felt very strange getting in civilian clothes,
I really did. Everybody staring at me, thinking: 'Why didn't he go to war?' It was a strange feeling. Five
years on active duty time and two years overseas -- you were in a uniform and all of a sudden you're in civilian clothes. You felt like you stood out like a sore thumb."

"Of coutse I stayed in the Reserve and Air National Guard for about 20 years all together. I had 28 yezns
service all together, and I got 20 good years in, but 28 in total. I was in the National Guard and I flew jets,
the first jets that were out, the F-80's. They were operational; they went to war in Korea actually. They used
the F-80 and the F-84. Then I did some correspondence work and went to schools, stayed in the Reserves.
When I retired, I was Commanding Officer of NORAD at Kansas City. I was temporarily there as a Reservist, but should we have had war, my assignment was to be the Commander of NORAD. And that's what
we were practicing. I was in charge of the administrative section, the police section, the whole base, all the
base functions except engineering. So I had a huge outfit there. At that time we were flying, I had grounded
myself. They were flying twin engine transports which I didn't like. I was a fighter pilot, I wasn't a transport
pilot. We were flying stuff over to Vietnam; our planes were going over to Vietnam. I didn't go, but that's
what our mission was."
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